Sunshine Coast Council Releases Quarry Expressions of Interest

Blackall Range residents were angered and deeply disappointed to learn of Council’s
stealthy midnight release to market of the Dulong and Image Flat quarry Expressions
of Interest packages on 8 Feb. Council gave the community just one business hour’s
notice of the release.

Council had advised Hinterland Quarry Action Group only one week earlier that they
had placed the release on hold while they considered the contents of a detailed
written submission presented by the community in early August.

Council is yet to provide factual responses to any issues raised in the community
submission. It has not advised when it intends to do so or if it intends to do so.

It has always been Hinterland Quarry Action Group’s greatest concern that Council
intends to increase quarry production through a private operator. This sadly was
confirmed within the EOl documents. The overview states “Council is contemplating
entering into an agreement for a commercial operator to operate the quarry sites
who will invest in and grow the quarrying operations.”

Council Executive representatives clearly stated at the February Quarry Community
Meeting current rates of extraction will be maintained.

This is obviously not the case. Increased quarrying operations will see more trucks

on Nambour Mapleton rd, increased days and hours of operations. These will result
in greater noise, traffic, dust and blasting impacts on the local residents living near

the quarries and along the truck routes.

Also of concern, the EOI clearly expresses the opportunity for a private operator to
reopen the old asphalt plant at Image Flat. That was forced to close through
community action in 2020 due to non-compliant toxic air emissions. The Image Flat
community certainly doesn’t want to experience those impacts again.

In the face of this terrible news, Hinterland Quarry Action Group continues to fight
hard to represent the interests of hinterland residents, visitors and the natural
environment to Council. The group sent a letter of concern to Council yesterday and
requested a satisfactory reply to issues raised in the submission within a specified
timeframe.

We are asking for more helpers now please. There is a great deal to do and very
little time to do it. Hinterland Quarry Action Group is a small bunch of dedicated local
residents pitching in to help out the entire hinterland. Right now we need to grow our
important and much-valued band of helpers.

Everyone who'’s interested in offering some time and effort to help out, such as letter
box drops, sign making, door knocking, social media posts, manning info stalls, etc is



asked to drop in to Kureelpa Hall this Sunday 24 Sept at 4.30-6pm. We can chat
about how you’d like to help and what you can do. Your passion to help your
community is just as important as the particular skills you can bring!

The EOI documents are available. Please send your request to
aveivers@iprimus.com.au to indicate you'd like a copy.

Lastly, thank you so much to all the incredibly generous members of the community
who have donated to our fighting fund. Your kindness and thoughtful contributions
have enabled us to continue effectively to represent the hinterland needs. Funds will
primarily be used to pay for essential legal advice.

We are still accepting donations. Please make these direct to:

Account name: Mapleton and District Community Assoc Inc
BSB: 484799

Account number: 165962420

Reference: Your name + HQAG

Follow us on our Facebook page Hinterland Quarry Action Group to keep totally up
to date with our current activities.

Next Community Meeting:
Tues 10 Oct 7pm @ Kureelpa Hall
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